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November 8, 2026

a more excellent “The Excellent Way of Love”

way The Rev. Andy Nagel

Second Presbyterian Church

The Service of the Lord’s Day
8:30AM Order of Worship

Our nursery is downstairs in room 105 and is open to all.

*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages

PRELUDE ) ‘
(A TIME TO PREPARE) Aubrey’s Song Joseph Martin
WELCOME The Rev. Andy Nagel

*CALL TO WORSHIP (FROM PSALM 24)

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof
The world and all who dwell in it.

Lord our God, in Jesus Christ you have taught us that love is the fulfilling of the Law.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift
of love,

That we may love you with our whole being,

And our neighbors as ourselves:

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen

*HYMN # 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
CALL TO CONFESSION Cheryl Sunderland
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Cheryl Sunderland

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are,



and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
(we continue in silent, personal prayer)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON The Rev. Andy Nagel

*PPASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you!
CHILDREN’S TIME Gwen Van Velsor
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Cheryl Sunderland

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your
truth find freedom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Pew Bible NT Page 175
Spark Story Bible Page 462

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13

SERMON “The Excellent Way of Love” The Rev. Andy Nagel
*HYMN #14 For the Beauty
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Rev. Andy Nagel

THE LORD’S PRAYER

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING The Rev. Andy Nagel

Place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

Online through www.secondpresby.org/give-now or scan the QR code.
Mail a check to Second Presbyterian Church, 4200 Saint Paul Street,
Baltimore, MD 21218




OFFERTORY ANTHEM No Greater Gift Ruth Schram

Though I speak the language of angels, though I know all there is to know,
if I have no love, I am nothing at all. There is no gift greater than love.

And though I understand ev'ry mystery, and my faith could remove any mountain,
if I have no love, I am nothing at all. There is no gift greater than love.

Lowve is kind and gentle, rejoicing in the truth. Love is not proud. Love is not rude.
Love never fails, though all other gifts will cease. Love hopes and endures, love bears and believes.

Though I give all I have to the hungry, though I give my very life,
if I have no love, I am nothing at all. There is no gift greater than love.

There is hope, there is faith; they will always remain. But, there is no gift greater than love.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN #302 When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION The Rev. Andy Nagel

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE We Are Marching in the Light of God

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Resources may include Book of Common Worship
Scripture Texts are from the New Revised Standard edition of the Bible.
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense # A-739907, CCLI License # 2293802

The Chancel Flowers are given by InSoon Jung in honor of her parents.



If you would like to receive information about events and activities at Second

Presbyterian and aren’t already receiving the Friday Flyer, we invite you to sign up on

our website www.secondpresby.org.

Announcements, Prayer List, and More can be found by scanning the QR code
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ADORATION

611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful, we a - dorethee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee; earth and heaven re-flect thy rays;
3 Mor-tals, join the hap-py cho-rus which the morn-ingstars be-gan.
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Hearts un-fold like flowers be - fore thee, o-pening to the sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un-bro - ken praise.
Love di-vine is reign-ing o’er wus, join-ing all in heav-en’s plan.
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way.
Field and for-est, vale and moun-tain, flower-y mead-ow, flash -ing sea,
Ev - er sing-ing, marchwe on-ward, vic - tors in the midst of strife.
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.

Joy - ful mu-sic leads us sun-ward in the tri-umph song of life.
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This well-known melody was created to provide a choral setting for J. C. F. von Schiller’s poem, “An die
Freude” (To Joy), as the final movement of the composer’s Ninth Symphony. The author, a prominent
Presbyterian pastor and author, wrote the words with this tune in mind.

TEXT: Henry van Dyke, 1907, alt. HYMN TO JOY
MUSIC: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1842, alt. 8.7.8.7.D




CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

14

For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For thy - self, best gift di- vine to the world so  free - ly given;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:

hillt. and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:

for the mys - tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:

friends on earth, and friends a - bove,
for that great, great love of thine, peaceon earth and joy

for all gen-tle thoughts and mild:

in heaven:
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Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.
TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt. DIX
MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 7.7.7.7.7.7




THE CHURCH

Refrain
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love of Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
one we claim the faith of Je - sus:
share in Christ the feast that frees wus: all are wel - come;
bring an end to fear and dan - ger:
house pro-claim from floor to  raf - ter:
(Fdm)  (Em) (D) (Em) (A7) (D) (G) (D)<(A7)>
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all are wel-come; all  are wel-come in this place.

When Hands Reach Outand 302

Fingers Trace
G C

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This hymn celebrates the breadth of human diversity and the variety of gifts and abilities through which
God'’s people serve the church and world. Incorporating such diversity provides a vital witness to the
hospitality of Christian community and to the inclusive nature of love.

D7 G
g}
%> ¢ . \,
S » :
1 When hands reach out and fin - gers trace the beau - ty
2 When fin - gers spell and signs ex - press our prayer and
3 When bro - ken bod - ies will not mend, we thank you,
4 And when the ways we learn and grow are not the
5 Your Spir - it gives us  dif - fering ways to serve you
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of a loved one’s face, we thank you, God, that
praise and thank - ful - ness, we thank you, God, that
God, for Christ our friend. In him, our heal - ing
ways that oth - ers know, we thank you, God, that
well and of - fer praise. When all are joined as
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love re - lies on gifts of grace not seen with eyes.
hands can sing; you bless the si - lent songs we bring.
can be - gin: he wel-comes all the wound -ed in.
we  have learned your love’'s a  giftt and nev - er earned.
one, we’ll be your a - ble, strong com-mu - ni - ty

TEXT: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2001
MUSIC: English folk melody; harm. John Weaver, 1988
Text © 2001 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
Music Harm. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company
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