Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 18, 2022, 10:30am

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship
Masks are now optional but encouraged inside the church building and during worship.
If you are more comfortable social distancing during worship, please select a pew on the lectern
side of the sanctuary.
We are livestreaming this service. Please be aware that if you cross the white line in the
sanctuary during the stream, you may be visible on camera.
*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages

PRELUDE

Fantasy on Beach Spring
Peyson Moss, Piano; Beau Lochte, Handbells

WELCOME

J. W. Krug

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Beloved children of God,
in supplication and prayer,
with intercessions and with thanksgiving,
we come to worship God.
In hope and in humility,
with joy and with concerns,
we come to worship God.
In faith and in uncertainty,
with questions and with conviction,
let us worship God.
*HYMN #331

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

CALL TO CONFESSION
Jesus Christ gave himself as a ransom
for all who fall short of the goodness of God.

Lynne Agress

Trusting in God’s mercy,
let us turn to God and make our confession.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lynne Agress

Holy God,
we confess that we are too concerned
with our own peace.
We seek the comfort of silence,
and ignore the cries of the oppressed.
We are inwardly focused,
missing your call to serve the world in justice and love.
Forgive us, O God.
Equip us to fulfill your will for a world
in which all know dignity
and all are treated with equity,
as your beloved children. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Lynne Agress

God our Judge is also our Savior.
The good news is sure:
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*CELEBRATION OF FORGIVENESS
HYMN #582

Glory to God, Whose
Goodness Shines on Me

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Faithful God, how blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness.
Sanctify us by your Word and Spirit
so that we may glorify you
in the company of the faithful;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lynne Agress

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: JEREMIAH 8: 18- 9: 1

Lynne Agress

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people from
far and wide in the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why have they
provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”) “The harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not saved.” For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn,
and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why
then has the health of my poor people not been restored?
O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might
weep day and night for the slain of my poor people!
*HYMN #792

There is a Balm in Gilead

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: LUKE 16: 1-13
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management,
because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I
do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig,
and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’
He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another,
‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth,
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth.”
SERMON

*HYMN #716

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’
CREED

The Rev. Amy Carlson

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and si eth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”
Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
 Place it in the offering plate as it is passed.
 Online through www.secondpresby.org/give-now or through your Realm account. (If
you would like to create a Realm account, email office@secondpresby.org to receive a link to
set it up. You can make single or recurring gifts through Realm.)
 Text to 73256. Enter “SeekShareServe” —caps not required—in the message box. If you
already have a Realm account, please use your log-in.
 Mail a check to Second Presbyterian Church, 4200 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD
21218
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Be Thou My Vision
Chancel Choir

Arr. A. Parker

*PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND RESPONSE (HYMN #606)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN #744

Arise, Your Light Is Come!

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
For many of us, the last act of worship is the postlude. We invite you to remain seated either
where you are or in the front rows during the Postlude. If you wish to leave during the music,
please be mindful that many are still worshipping.
POSTLUDE

Come, Thou Fount

Arr. J. D. Payne

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Portions of the liturgy in this morning’s service are adapted from Kimberly Bracken
Long, editor, Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year C, Vol. 2.
The chancel flowers are given by the Chancel Guild for the glory of God.
Our Nursery is open to all children under the age of 5. While we delight in having your little ones
with us in worship, we know that sometimes it can be hard for families to worship amidst the
wiggles and giggles. Parents, rest assured that your children will be in good hands.

Announcements
CONGREGATION NEWS AND UPDATES
WORSHIP SCHEDULE – We have resumed our dual-service worship schedule (at 8:30am and 10:30am).
We will only be streaming the 10:30 service today but hope to begin streaming both services very
soon.
BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAKFAST – All were invited to a continental breakfast on the lawn
TODAY at 9:30am (between our two worship services). Thank you for celebrating the beginning of
the Sunday School year with us!
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS – We held a “Blessing of the Backpacks” TODAY during our Back to
Sunday School Breakfast. We took time to pray for the students, teachers, and parents in our
congregation and in our community as they return to school in the coming weeks. We hope you will
continue to hold them in your prayers.
ATTENTION ALL SINGERS -- The choir is recruiting! As we prepare for the fall/Christmas season, the
choir warmly invites new participants to be a part of this vital (and fun) group in leading worship.
The ensemble rehearses on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in Smith Hall for about an hour. Even if you can’t
commit to the whole program year, sing with us for a season such as fall, Advent/Christmas, Lent,
etc. Of course, music reading skills are very helpful, but not necessarily required. Come join us!
Contact Peyson at pmoss@secondpresby.org for more information.
SUNDAY MORNING OPTIONS FOR CHILDREN -- As we prepare for a new season, we are excited to
share that we re-established the children's corner in the chapel for those little ones letting out their
"wiggle and giggle" at the 8:30 service. Additionally, the nursery will be open to all children under
the age of 5 during both the 8:30 and the 10:30 services. We are now able to offer a pager to parents
choosing to bring their children to the nursery in case of emergency. Contact
acarlson@secondpresby.org if you have any questions or concerns.
COVID-19 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – Although masking is currently optional at Second, it is still
encouraged. The Session has recently re-affirmed the decision to provide socially distanced seating
on the lectern side of the Sanctuary. Thank you for respecting the safety and comfort of your fellow
worshippers.
HELP US PREPARE COMMUNION – Have you ever thought about how communion happens on the
first Sunday of each month? We are revamping the communion preparation process and need a core
group of folks that can rotate this monthly responsibility. We are thankful for Holly Pool, who will
continue to facilitate this group and be in the rotation as well. Please keep in mind to prepare and
serve communion, you must be either a current or former elder or deacon!
Two helpers will be needed each month to set up, clean up, and serve along with one or two
additional servers, managed using an online sign-up. Holly will be having a “demonstration” soon!
Please contact Holly at 410-371-0972 or at holland.pool902@gmail.com to become a part of this
meaningful group.

SMALL GROUPS
THE BIBLE GUYS – Bible Guys, a men's Bible study group, meets monthly on the second Thursday of
each month at 7 am. For information about the group, please contact Rev. Randy Clayton.
THE HOLY STROLLERS (NOW ON WEDNESDAYS!) – All are invited to join on Wednesday mornings at
10:00am for our "Holy Strollers" walking group! They meet at the Westcott entrance and walk
around local neighborhoods and Sherwood Gardens. Please contact Rev. Amy Carlson at
acarlson@secondpresby.org with any questions or to share interest!
TOGETHER ON TUESDAY – Together on Tuesday meets each Tuesday morning at 7am on Zoom. All
are welcome to join in this 45-minute time of prayer and study. Together on Tuesday will gather this
week to study Luke 16: 19-31.
Meeting ID: 885 0938 5420
Passcode: 162861
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY / PRAYER CIRCLE — This monthly women’s group, led by Rev. Amy Carlson,
is following the study, “What my Grandmothers taught me: Learning from the Women in
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.” This group regularly meets on the 4th Monday of the month at 7pm
on Zoom. Contact Rev. Amy Carlson at acarlson@secondpresby.org to be added to the mailing list.
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