Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022, 8:30am

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship
Masks are now optional inside the church building and during worship.
Please note that the city is encouraging individuals to wear masks indoors due to the current surge
of Covid-19 cases in Maryland.
Please continue to leave a row between your worshipping group and others.
If you wish to remain off-camera, please remain behind the taped line.
*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages
PRELUDE

Morning Song

Arr. Joseph M. Martin

WELCOME

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

*CALL TO WORSHIP

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

Praise the Lord, all the earth!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise the Lord in the heights.
Praise the name of the Lord,
and the Lord’s glory shall be praised,
for people near and people far,
for people present and people to come,
for the young and for those wise with age.
Come, let us praise the Lord;
come, let us worship God.
*HYMN #14

For the Beauty of the Earth
verses 1, 3 and 5

CALL TO CONFESSION
Because we are loved,
we are called to turn to God in humility.
We fall short of who God calls us to be,
but we are never forsaken.
In faith and with confidence as beloved children,
let us confess our sins to God.

[Liturgist]

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

[Liturgist]

Holy God,
you command us to love one another,
yet we hold grudges and refuse to work for peace.
You command us to care for all of creation,
yet we neglect the earth
and abuse nature through carelessness.
You command us to walk in the ways of Jesus,
yet we too often walk our own way.
Forgive us, O God.
Guide us as we work toward
a new heaven here on earth.
Lead us to reconciliation
and a vision for your beloved community,
as we share your love with people everywhere. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

[Liturgist]

Believe the good news:
Jesus loves us and forgives us and sets us free.
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.
Thanks be to God!
CELEBRATION OF FORGIVENESS
(HYMN #582)

Glory to God, Whose
Goodness Shines on Me

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. (Repeat 3 times)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

The Rev. Amy Carlson

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God,
Living Word,
as you revealed yourself to Mary
that Easter morning,
so reveal yourself to us.
By the power of your Spirit,
give each of us faith,
that hearing your Word
we, too, may proclaim, “I have seen the Lord.” Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING: ACTS 11:1-18

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up,
Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made
clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us
how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon,
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be
saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
SERMON
*HYMN #81

“A Place at the Table”
Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

RECOGNITION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
*HYMN #726

Will you Come and Follow Me
(The Summons)
verses 1, 2, and 5

COMMISSIONING OF NEWLY ELECTED TRUSTEES
Call to Discipleship
We are called by God
to be the church of Jesus Christ,
a sign in the world today
of what God intends for all humankind.
The great ends of the Church are
the proclamation of the gospel
for the salvation of humankind;
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship
of the children of God;
the maintenance of divine worship;
the preservation of the truth;
the promotion of social righteousness;
and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the Word.
(Book of Order, F-1.0304)
Commissioning Questions
Commissioning Prayer
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Rev. Amy Carlson

THE LORD’S PRAYER
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever.” Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

The Rev. Amy Carlson

 Place it in the offering plate as it is passed.
 Online through www.secondpresby.org/give-now or through your Realm account. (If
you would like to create a Realm account, email office@secondpresby.org to receive a link to
set it up. You can make single or recurring gifts through Realm.)
 Text to 73256. Enter “SeekShareServe” —caps not required—in the message box. If you
already have a Realm account, please use your log-in.
 Mail a check to Second Presbyterian Church, 4200 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD
21218
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Let All Creation’s Wonders
JoAnn Cain, Soprano;
John Cain, Tenor; Kathie Metz, Piano
Text from Psalm 148

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN #384

Gustav Holst

The Rev. Amy Carlson
Soon and Very Soon

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton

For many of us, the last act of worship is the postlude. We invite you to remain seated either
where you are or in the front rows during the Postlude. If you wish to leave during the music,
please be mindful that many are still worshipping.
POSTLUDE

We’re Marching to Zion

Arr. Mary McDonald

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Portions of the liturgy are from Book of Common Worship, Westminster John Knox
Press and from Call to Worship, Vol 55.1, Office of Theology and Worship of the
PCUSA.
The Chancel flowers are given in memory of loved ones by Leslie and John Saxton.
The rosebud on the communion table celebrates the birth of Pete Heumann’s grandson, Jaron
Thomas Heumann, on April 28, 2022. He is the son of David and Suzanne Heumann.

Ordination and Installation of Officers
THE FOLLOWING NEWLY-ELECTED OFFICERS ARE BEING ORDAINED AND/OR INSTALLED TODAY:
Scott Silverwood
Session
Steve Walsh
Session

Fay Miller
Session

Gretchen Martin
Session- Serving Second Term
Diane Melia Anderson
Deacon

THE FOLLOWING NEWLY-ELECTED TRUSTEES ARE BEING COMMISSIONED TODAY:
Greg Heid

Pete Heumann

Harry Kleiser
Todd Ruppert
Janet Short (Serving Second Term)

Announcements
CONGREGATION NEWS AND UPDATES
MASKING GUIDANCE – Although masking is currently optional at Second, please be advised that
Baltimore City's Commissioner of Health, Dr. Letitia Dzirasa, is asking everyone to wear a mask in
public indoor spaces regardless of COVID vaccination status due to the significant recent increases in
COVID transmission in the city.
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – It is hard to believe that Summer is just around the corner! Beginning
June 5th, we will have one worship service held in the Sanctuary at 10:00am. This service will also be
streamed online on our YouTube page.
RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES – Are you or a family member celebrating an academic milestone? We
want to celebrate you and your achievement. Visit secondpresby.org/celebrating-our-graduates/ to tell
us about your degree or program, and to share your plans for the future. We will honor our graduates
in worship on Sunday, June 19, 2022.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR CAFÉ! – We are deeply grateful for the ministry of our Deacons who
faithfully host our time of fellowship on Sunday mornings. We recognize that this is a
significant amount of work with there being 52 weeks in a year (and less than 12 deacons!) As such, we
are asking for YOU to host a Café for a Sunday. We are thankful for the many hands that come together
to serve our community.
Volunteer teams of two will be responsible for bringing baked goods, brewing coffee, laying out the
refreshments (and cleaning up!), as well as serving as a host during this time of fellowship. The Café
will take place at 9:30am in the Westcott Room for the month of May, then will move to Sundays at
11am on the portico in June.
USHERS NEEDED -- There is a need for Ushers at both Services. Please contact Janet Short if you are able
to help with this church need and for more information.
FLOWERS -- There are many Sundays available to give flowers for loved ones, birthdays, graduations,
celebrations or whatever reason you would like. Please contact Joyce Zimmerman or Janet Short about
the dates to give or use the flower sign up board that will be located in the Rotunda.
FLOWER ARRANGERS -- There is a need for more individuals to help with arranging flowers for Sunday
services. If you have any interest in helping arrange flowers at your convenience, please contact Janet
Short for more information.

HELP WANTED – We are currently recruiting candidates for several staff positions – Nursery Care
Attendant, Church Office Administrator, and Music Director. Soon we will begin recruiting for a
Weekend Sexton too. If you know of someone who is looking for a job who might be interested in an
employment opportunity at Second, please encourage them to check the “Employment” tab on our
website for full position descriptions and application information.
SMALL GROUPS
THE BIBLE GUYS -- Bible Guys, a men's Bible study group, meets monthly on the second Thursday at 7
am. For information about the group, please contact Rev. Randy Clayton.
JOIN THE HOLY STROLLERS! – All are invited to join Pastor Amy on Tuesday mornings at 10:00am for
our "Holy Strollers" walking group! They meet at the Westcott entrance and walk around local
neighborhoods and Sherwood Gardens. Please contact Rev. Amy Carlson at
acarlson@secondpresby.org with any questions or to share interest!
TOGETHER ON TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER- Together on Tuesday resumes on May 10th at 7am on
Zoom. All are welcome to join in this 45-minute time of prayer and study.
Zoom Meeting ID: 838 0116 2238
Passcode: 856457
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY / PRAYER CIRCLE — This monthly women’s group, led by Rev. Amy Carlson, is
following the study, “What my Grandmothers taught me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s
Genealogy of Jesus.” This group regularly meets on the 4th Monday of the month at 7pm on Zoom.
Contact Rev. Amy Carlson at acarlson@secondpresby.org to be added to the mailing list.
FROM THE CHRISTIAN NURTURE COUNCIL
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN — All children Pre-K-5th grade are invited to
join the Churches of Charles 2022 VBS "Passport to Peace" from July 18-22. We will again be outside at
Cathedral of the Incarnation from 6-8pm. At Passport to Peace VBS, children discover that there are
many ways to live as peacemakers in our world. Kids are invited to see every person as part of God's
family, and every interaction as an opportunity to make peace. We also need counselors and adult
volunteers who make VBS possible for our families! Visit secondpresby.org/vacation-bible-school/ for
more information or to register.
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