
W e begin the New Year reading and preaching through Lukeõs Gospel. Why? 
 Good question! One main reason I like to 
read Lukeõs Gospel is that his is the only account 
that continues after Jesusõ resurrection. Lukeõs 
accounts extend through the Acts of the 
Apostles, which chronicles the mission and 
ministry of the earliest church. Jesusõ message 
lives on through these early followers whose 
names and actions we get to know well, just as 
Jesusõ message lives through us. 
 You may wonder about the odd stained 
glass image above; a winged ox, holding a book. 
In early Christian tradition each Gospel had a 
corresponding symbol which indicated 
something of its deeper, hidden nature. The 
winged ox is said to indicate Lukeõs deep inner 
strength and sacrificial nature. Oxen were prized 
sacrifices in Jesusõ day, and its wings indicate 
abilities to travel in ways other than humanly 
possible. So it is that Luke shares with his 
readers a unique insight of Christõs life, with an 
eye for how Jesus acts with strength, generosity 
of spirit, and a willingness to sacrifice himself for 
others. That is holiness personified. 
 I like Luke because a personal message is 
delivered to each reader. In the Greek text, he 
shares this in a single (long) sentence, eloquent 
in expression and ambitious in intent. Luke 
dedicates his work to an individual named 
Theophilus, establishing a personal relationship. 
The name could mean ôfriend of Godõ or 
ôbeloved of Godõ. It is a name to which everyone  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
who reads or hears this gospel may lay a claim.  
It alerts us that this is a gospel with an 
investment in personal relationships. 
 As we approach Lukeõs Gospel in study and 
sermon, I hope and pray that it may it bring each 
of us closer to the one who is the centerpiece of 
the storyð how our common Lord lived and 
acted, loved and shared, so that our own lives 
may mirror that of Jesus. 
 
 With you, together, in Christõs ministry, 

Leading with Luke 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
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Session Highlights 
November-December, 2017 
 

A mong the highlights raised at the November and December Session meetings, elders discussed creating a welcoming place 
to hold meetings, taking into consideration that the Manse library 
could be turned back into a living room for various purposes, 
including Bible studies. New furnishings could include a Wi-Fi 
compatible flat screen television and furniture. Due to the way the 
church is laid out, we still donõt have what can be called a true 
gathering place. We need to build for what we want the church to 
be, especially for youth group gatherings, a Bible study gathering, 
and òa place people could come to.ó   
 Elders were receptive to the idea for various reasons, mainly 
because one does not have to get their house ready to hold such 
events in their own home. Seeking ideas from church members who 
specialize in interior decorating was considered. The general idea is 
to have a welcoming room.   
 Referencing chapter 3 of Joan Grayõs book, Spiritual Leadership 
for Church Officers, that elders are reading, Dr. Blair referred to a 
òsailboat churchó as a God-powered movement.  When under sail, 
one is working.  However, being under sail is a different kind of 
work and more than just sitting back and letting the wind take over.   
 A sailboat-led congregation spends time discerning how or 
where God is leading us and what to do. It is a matter of discerning 
where the winds of the spirit are blowing through us. Rowing with 
the wind is much easier than rowing against the wind. A session-
sized sailboat crew would be suited for a large sailboat, given our 
gifts and skills. In February 2018, four new elders will be ordained, 
which will form a session that is larger than it has been in past years.  
Rev. Carlson will lead a òfaith inventoryó that is designed to enable 
elders to figure out who we are really are. If we are going to be a 
sailboat church, we need to figure out what òfeedsó us. This will be 
an exercise in which Session will participate at an upcoming retreat. 
                                                    
                                                          ~Scott Silverwood for the Session 

Special Thanks for New 
Paraments 
W e would like to draw your attention to the new paraments 
that graced the pulpit and lectern in 
the sanctuary during the month of 
Advent. We offer our gratitude to 
Janet Short who handmade the new 
purple paraments with lovely stylized 
Advent wreath and candle designs 
appliqued on them. 
 
. 
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Afraid and Amazed: 
Our Journey Through Luke 

Mark Twain on Presbyterianism 
S amuel Clemens (Mark Twain) grew up Presbyterian. Here and there in his humorous writings, he pokes fun at the faith-
tradition that nurtured him -- as in this passage: 
  
"I do not take any credit to 
my better-balanced head 
because I never went crazy 
on Presbyterianism. We go 
too slow for that. You never 
see us ranting and shouting 
and tearing up the ground, 
you never heard of a 
Presbyterian going crazy on 
religion. Notice us, and you 
will see how we do. We get 
up on a Sunday morning and 
put on the best harness we 
have got and trip cheerfully 
down town; we subside into 
solemnity and enter the 
church; we stand up and duck our heads and bear down on a 
hymn book propped on the pew in front when the minister prays; 
we stand up again while our hired choir are singing, and look in 
the hymn book and check off the verses to see that they don't 
shirk any of the stanzas; we sit silent and grave while the minister 
is preaching, and count the waterfalls and bonnets furtively, and 
catch flies; we grab our hats and bonnets when the benediction is 
begun; when it is finished, we shove, so to speak. No frenzy, no 
fanaticism--no skirmishing; everything perfectly serene. You never 
see any of us Presbyterians getting in a sweat about religion and 
trying to massacre the neighbors. Let us all be content with the 
tried and safe old regular religions, and take no chances on 
wildcat."                           
                                                 (From "The New Wildcat Religion") 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

February 14 
Worship at 7 PM 
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The Nominating Committee has submitted the following nominees for election to the Class of 2021. 
Church officers will be elected during the annual meeting on Sunday, February 4, at 10  in the 
chapel. 

 

Candidates for Session 
 
Benard Agyingi moved from Cameroon to the U.S. in 2001 and initially lived in Prince Georgeõs County.  More 
than 15 years ago, he moved to Baltimore to be closer to extended family. He was introduced to Second 
Presbyterian Church by his mother, Elizabeth Agyingi and joined Second Presbyterian in 2013. Benard  is a 
graduate of St. Mary's College of Maryland and BCCC and works in sub-acute rehabilitation at the Keswick 
Multicare Center as a PTA. He also is a small business owner doing professional tax preparation and other 
general office services. He has recently completed a three-year term as a Deacon. Benard is married to Calista 
and they live in Waverly near the old Memorial Stadium. His hobbies include learning guitar, playing soccer, 
and the outdoors. 
 
Emily Inglis has been attending Second Presbyterian Church since she was a student at Loyola University 
Maryland. Originally from Connecticut, Emily moved to Baltimore after graduation and now lives in Hampden. 
She works in the nonprofit industry. Emily has been an alto in the Chancel Choir for the last two years, and 
plays the flute. She recently became the Chair of the Worship, Music and Sacraments Council at Second. 
 
Jill Karpovich has been attending Second Presbyterian Church since her family joined in 1976. She has been 
teaching Sunday school for the past 7 years. Jill and her husband, Todd, live in Towson with their two 
daughters, Wyeth (14) and Marta (10) and their two dogs. This is Jillõs 14th year at St. Paul's School for Girls, 
where she serves as Registrar and College Counselling Liaison. She holds an MBA from University of Baltimore.  
Jill loves the Ravens and the Orioles and enjoys spending time with her family. 
 
Steve Randall grew up in Monkton, Maryland and attended Gilman School. He graduated from Washington 
& Lee University with a Bachelor of Science with special attainments in commerce and a minor in art history. 
Steve is an investment professional at Calvert Street Capital Partners, a private equity firm based in Lutherville. 
He has served as a member of the Stewardship Committee since 2016. Steve and his wife, Kristin, reside in 
Homeland. 
 

Candidates for the Board of Trustees 
 
Eloise Bensberg came to Second Pres through the musical events the church hosts for the communityñher 
student husband attended a concert to hear his voice teacher as one of the soloists. Eloise joined the church 
in 1988. She sings in the Chancel Choir; taught Sunday School; and served as a Deacon, Elder, Trustee, and 
member of various councils and committees, including chairing the Worship Council and the Nominating 
Committee. Eloise is a CPA and works as the Controller for The Coordinating Center in Millersville. Eloiseõs 
activities outside of work and church include travel, choral singing, mystery novels, and her two cats, Spook E. 
and Boo Edison. 
 
Mark Felder grew up in Baltimore, and he and his wife Beth have been members of Second Presbyterian since 
1995. Mark is a portfolio manager for The Cresfort Investment Group at Morgan Stanley. He has been a 
Sunday school teacher, an elder, and President of the Trustees.  He has also served on the churchõs Investment 
Committee, Stewardship Council, Christian Education Council, Nominating Committee, and the Capital 
Campaign steering committee.  He is a graduate of Drexel University and has an MBA from Northwestern 
University.  Mark, Beth, and their daughter Grace live in Guilford. 
 
Parker Thoeni grew up outside Philadelphia, PA, and is a Partner at Shawe Rosenthal, LLP, a Baltimore-based 
labor & employment law firm that represents and advises management.  Parker and his wife, Ashby, joined 
Second Presbyterian Church in 2014, soon after moving to Baltimore to raise a family.  They recently moved 
from Guilford to Cockeysville with their daughter Elizabeth (3) and Preston (1). 

Church Officer Candidate Bios for 2018 
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Candidates for the Board of Deacons 
 
Frauke Davidsen, her husband and children Nicholas and Jesse moved from New York City to Baltimore in 
1974 to the joys of pools and tennis courts in Cross Keys.  Their babysitter Lynn McLea came from a long line 
of Second members and invited Frauke to 8 churches around Baltimore and left Second Presbyterian for the 
last to visit. That impression, the memorable sermons from Bob Hewitt, and the outstanding sacred music 
under Margaret Budd and Ray Sprenkle, became cornerstones for their weekly attendance.  Nick and Jesse 
were baptized at Second, and ergo, have been members since 40+ years. She has had joy-filled years 
teaching Sunday school under the tutelage of Joyce Zimmerman, a pillar at Second, the historian, the 
memory bank, and friend. She has been a deacon twice many years ago, cooked for ages beginning with Ted 
and Caroline Wilson, and helped wherever necessary. Now widowed and having lost her adult son Nick from 
amyloidosis, she is now experiencing the joy of son Jesseõs recent marriage.  She will forever be grateful for 
the love and kindness expressed to her and to her family over the many years and now again from the 
members of Second Presbyterian Church.  She lives in Mt. Washington with a little adorable shih-tzu Charlie 
who appeared straight from heaven.  

 
Nancy Getter, along with her husband, Keith Getter, has been a member of Second Presbyterian Church for 
23 years. She has served as an Elder for two terms, chaired the Impact Mission Project, and served on the 
Mission Council.  Nancy and Keith have two daughters, Kathryn (age 18) and Sarah (age 15), who were both 
baptized and confirmed at Second.  Her husband has served as a Deacon, a Trustee, and a member of the 
Nominating Committee. She and her family live in Sparks. Nancy has worked in community organizing, child 
abuse prevention, career counseling, and university administration. Currently, Nancy works as a case 
associate in criminal justice with the National Center on Institutions and Alternatives (NCIA). She earned her 
Master of Social Work degree from the University of Maryland School of Social Work and holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in English from Dartmouth College.  She enjoys reading, bike riding, hiking, traveling and 
spending time with her family. 
 
Nancy Gibson grew up in South Carolina, but has lived in Maryland (east and west of the Bay) since 1985. 
Depending on where Nancy lived, she has alternately been an active and involved Methodistêor 
Presbyterian! Her first career was spent as a consumer information specialist representing the chicken 
industry, which included directing its national cooking contest. Most recently, she retired as an account 
manager for Calvert School Education Services. Nancy has a daughter who lives in Los Angeles. She enjoys 
Orioles baseball, traveling, reading, boxing and spending time with family and friends. Nancy is particularly 
interested in serving Second as a deacon and as a Stephen Minister. 
 
Deborah Jones, DDS grew up in Connecticut, and was the owner of Frederick Periodontal Associates for 18 
years.  She is a graduate of the University of Maryland School of Dentistry, where she also completed her 
specialty training in Periodontics.  She is a member of the faculty at the Dental School and an adjunct faculty 
member at CCBCõs Dental Hygiene program.  Debbie and her two children, Hayden (15) and Juliet (13), 
moved to Baltimore from Frederick in 2014 and found a church home in Second, after a lengthy search. Since 
joining Second, they have been involved in the music programs, Christmas pageant, youth group, vacation 
Bible school and mission trips. Debbie is looking forward to continuing to become more involved in Second. 
In her spare time, she enjoys yoga, running, piano, and her two standard poodles. 
 
Stephanie Kleiser grew up in Baltimore and has been a member of Second Presbyterian for 23 years. She 
and her husband, Harry, live in Timonium and have two children Matthew,19, and Kathryn, 16. Stephanie has 
previously served as a deacon and Sunday School teacher. She also assisted the churchõs interior design 
committee during the renovation 10 years ago. Stephanie graduated from McDonogh School and attended 
the University of Delaware where she received her B.S. in Interior Design. Stephanie is an active volunteer in 
her childrenõs schools and enjoys playing tennis. 
 
Kathryn Kleiser, daughter of Stephanie and Harry Kleiser, is a 16 year old sophomore at Roland Park 
Country School. Kathryn plays on the schoolõs tennis and squash teams. She also enjoys dance outside of 
school and was in the featured dance ensemble in the Gilman musical last spring. Kathryn is excited and 
honored to serve as the first youth representative in several years to the Board of Deacons! 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Doris Silverwood was born and bred in Baltimore, and attended a Baptist Church after being christened a 
Lutheran. After graduating from Eastern High School, she entered the school of nursing at Union Memorial 
Hospital and while working in the emergency room, met Harry, who was a senior at nearby Johns Hopkins 
University.  She and Harry were married a year later, and after a brief spell at Ft. Sill Oklahoma, Doris returned 
to Baltimore and joined Second Presbyterian Church in 1961.  She and Harry have three children, Jody, Scott 
and Ross, all of whom were christened at Second Church. She joined Circle 12 Ladies Group, and met twelve 
wonderful ladies, some of whom are her best friends today.  Doris has served Lenten dinners, enjoyed the 
Second Friday socials, and has stayed active in bible studies and other church activities over the years. She 
worked part time for many years as an industrial nurse, played tennis and bridge, and helped care for her 
mother who lived 99 years. She and Harry enjoy their five grandchildren, their beach home in Fenwick Island, 
the theater and Oriole, Colt and Raven games. 
 
Harry Silverwood has been a part of the Second Presbyterian Church family all of his life, beginning with 
Sunday School in the late 1930õs, and becoming a member in 1951. He has served several terms on the Board 
of Deacons, two double terms on the Session, served as the Elder on the Christian Education Committee, was 
an usher for many years and entertains on the piano from time to time at church lunches. After a long career 
as Assistant General Counsel of Commercial Credit Company, he retired in 2003. Harry served twenty-two 
years in the Maryland Army National Guard and retired as a Major. He has been a member of the Paint & 
Powder Club for forty-seven years, appearing in many, many charity shows (with òminimal talentó). He and 
Doris live in Timonium, where they raised their three children, Jody, Scott and Ross, and are pound 
grandparents of five grandchildren. 

MLK Day of Service Highlights 
More than 150 people from the five Churches of Charles (and elsewhere) signed up to participate in one or 
more of the 13 volunteer activities scheduled throughout the day and evening for the annual event. And 
many more participated who hadn't signed up. The efforts were featured in the Baltimore Sun on January 
16th in an article titled, òVolunteers spruce up housing for asylum seekers for MLK Day of Service.ó 

Project PLASE storeroom Gilead House basement Cooking at Second for Baltimore Station 

Serving breakfast at Manna House Making GEDCO Valentines With the animals at Woodbury Crossing 


