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Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do
not lose heart.
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.
*
It’s All Saints Sunday, a day when we remember those who have gone before us,
saints in heaven, saints on earth and saints yet to come, the great company of those who
will be gathered at the heavenly banquet in God’s good time. We remember their
goodness, their devotion, their love; the gifts they shared, the legacies they left behind.
And even more than remember, in countless ways we benefit from those who have gone
before us. If we can do as well, ourselves, as those who have gone before us, then those
who follow us will be that much better off. This, in part, is what the phrase ‘Putting
Second First’ means for us today.
Our bulletin cover this morning comes from the past, from October 31, 1965, fifty
years ago- the day when the cornerstone for the chapel was dedicated. Although the image
on the front, the main sanctuary looks very much the same as today, on the back page we
have included the back page of that same bulletin from 1965. Church officers names are
listed; elders, deacons, trustees and staff. For some of you- some family names will jump
out: McCusick, Kerr, Leimbach, Frey, Brant, Jett, Silverwood, Singleton, Stoll, and more.
For others of you, these names are unfamiliar- lives unknown, gifts, memories, and
legacies yet to be learned.
But the fact remains that without their gifts, their contributions made and the work
they did, the present that we live in today would not be the same. Their lives made a
difference. Their time, talents and treasures were put to good use in helping to build this
Christian fellowship, this church that we enjoy today.
Today is a day when we take time to look back with thanks at those who have gone
before us, and how it is that our lives can make a real difference for others. Sometimes it
just takes someone else’s example to get us started.
There are different ways for us to get the message. A new friend of mine recently told
me how his life was changed by someone else’s example. He attended a funeral of a
friend of his parents (the dearly departed was in his mid-70’s, with lots of life lived, and,
potentially, lots left ahead of him.) My friend was impressed, amazed at what this man
had accomplished in his life. Somewhere midway through his career he had made a
change in life, he had shifted his priorities… it wasn’t that he went off to become a monk,
or that he changed jobs, but it was somehow through his church that he found the message
and the connections that he didn’t know he had been looking for, for a very long time. His
outlook began to change, and so did his lifestyle. It wasn’t that all his problems went
away, but he was able to put them in better perspective in working outside his comfort
zone with others. This man became involved in the outreach ministries of the church, in a
steady, weekly practice of bringing extra food for the baskets at the doors, helping out
with ongoing projects that came up in the community, getting to know some of the
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specific needs he could address with the resources he had. It wasn’t overtly dramatic and
you wouldn’t have known the change in him unless you knew him pretty well.
But those who did know him saw the difference, and it affected them as well. He
never pointed to himself as a hero, just a servant, doing what he could do to help others.
And this is what the eulogy for him was all about; a person, who through charitable work,
an open heart and generous giving, made a difference. That’s how he was remembered.
Well, this story affected my friend so much that he himself decided to change his life,
to dedicate a significant portion of time and energy toward charitable work, helping a small
corner of this world to be a better place- to make a difference, and thus in the end, to be
remembered for more than just and bringing in a paycheck and doing his job.
Life doesn’t go on forever for any of us, and the sooner we get headed in the right
direction, the better.
It wasn’t a bolt of lighting that stuck and changed this man (whose name I don’t even
know); it wasn’t a ‘Damascus Road’ experience like what happened to the Apostle Paul,
with Jesus’ heavenly voice booming down from heaven, turning his life around. Rather, in
using Paul’s words for us today, it was a much more fundamental recognition of the
treasure that we have in these ‘clay jars’ we live in – our mortal, vulnerable and temporary
bodies, that we can somehow recognize that the gifts we have to share are intended to
reach out beyond our own needs to the needs of others, for today and tomorrow.
The subject that Paul addressed in his second letter to young Christians in Corinth was
his own experience as a servant. He made it clear to these friends that he believed that the
source of his ability to articulate the gospel was not found in himself. The credit goes to
God and to God alone. "We have this treasure, in earthen vessels, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us."
For the apostle Paul, the recognition of his own mortal weakness was always an
opportunity for God to work through him.
That God was always able to accomplish through him more than he ever thought
possible gave him hope and courage to try more than he ever would have on his own. That
he wasn’t the one responsible for coming up with great ideas to serve was for Paul a relief.
All he had to do was what was asked. It wasn’t always easy, by a long shot, but it was in
the carrying out of the mission that he was rewarded. He didn’t need to reach the goal line
to know of his success. Every deed counted. It is the same for us.
The ‘living treasures’ that we recognize in others who came before us or whose current
lives we admire are made of the same stuff as us; flesh and bones, clay and spirit. The key
is just one thing, which we can all possess, if we really want. That one thing is willingness.
Our lives are already treasures given us by God. Of that we can be totally sure. We have
more gifts to share than we are aware, and God has more ways for us to use them than we
can imagine.
Today we gather as saints in waiting, servants of God, looking for what God has in store
for us. Each of us comes with a question; about this week to come, about our health, our
work, our hopes, our dreams; what the next day might bring; its challenges and its
opportunities.
Right now, our hands are empty. Right now- we wait with open hearts for God’s word
to us, for a need we can fill, a gift we can share, a person we can help,… somehow.
This is the day when we remember the gifts given to us, whatever they may be, that
turned our lives around. It’s important to take a few moments today to remember those
gone before you and those special gifts they shared. And it’s even more important, then,
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to follow in step to help make someone else’s tomorrow better than their life is today.
Today we open our lives to what God has in store for us all. And the way we do that is
to open our hands, and our lives, and place it all in God’s hands. It’s a transaction in
process, nowhere better enacted that at this table.
Today, in the gift of the Lord’s Supper, with open hands we’ll receive the gift God has
in store for us.
With faith, we’ll be given our answer; just what we need, and more, and it will come in
how we are all incredibly loved by God, and equipped, more than we know, to serve as
saints of God, called by the grace of Jesus Christ, who gives us all we ever need, and
more. Thanks be to God. Amen.
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