“O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.”
Psalm 106:1

Reasons for Thanks
A

s the calendar turns to November, we
would do well to think about Thanksgiving
in some helpful ways.
It’s always important for us to remember that
the first Thanksgiving was celebrated by
people who had had a very hard year.
They had not raised many crops; they had
struggled to catch fish and game; they had lost
loved ones—over half their company had died;
and for all that, they still felt very conscious of
God’s goodness. They did their best to invest
their hopes and dreams in the right places.
When the pilgrims came to these shores,
they brought with them a few odd things—
candlesticks, some books, musical instruments.
Aside from those few items, though, they
traveled light, having put their trust in God and
the bounty of a New World. It’s hard for us to
imagine how they made do with so little. Things
that we would regard as basic— adequate food,
clothing and warm beds—were for them only
memories.

They were living out the Book of
Deuteronomy in which God had told the faithful
how to survive in a promised land. God had
spoken to the Hebrews after they escaped from
Egypt and come into a time of hardship. They
left behind comfort, safety and security for this
wilderness. Soon the Hebrews would see a
transition in their leadership, and they worried
that they wouldn’t last much longer.
The pilgrims knew scripture by heart. It was
as if the story was playing out again in their day.
They, too, were being tested in a wilderness,
were paying a high cost for their freedom, and
wondered how long they could hold on. But
they were people of conviction and had come
here to worship God in freedom and simplicity.
These are times in which many of us long for
simplicity, freedom, and a clear and fresh start.
The recent election cycle has been more of a
public trial than a national forum, and I have
sensed a clear desire for a return to what helped
(Continued on page 2)
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Session Highlights: September 2016
Second Presbyterian is a “connectional” church. We’re all in this together.
The decisions of one council influence the work of another. Those of us
ordained by the Session are ordained in the whole church. We support
and pray for each other.

Joyce Zimmerman
Pastoral Assistant

The role of the session is to be a compassionate witness in the
congregation and community. At a recent dinner meeting that the
Uptown Ministry Group (a group of 13 Baltimore Presbytery churches in
the greater Baltimore area and in Baltimore County) held at Govans
Presbyterian, elders heard from local community leaders from Habitat for
Humanity, Strong City Baltimore, and the McCabe Community Association
on how our church can get involved. All of these programs, some of which
operate in the shadow of Second Presbyterian, are seeking support from
us and our neighboring Presbyterian churches to get involved.

Amy Carlson, M. Div.
Director of Christian Formation and Congregational
Life

Within our own church, a two-part seminar series “Caregivers and Care
Receivers” will be presented on Sunday, January 22, 2017 and Sunday,
February 26, 2017, just before the Community Concerts@Second events
on these dates. These seminars will also address the need to acknowledge
“absent caregivers” whose parents are not in the area.

The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair
Pastor
The Rev. Jenn DiFrancesco
Associate Pastor

Beth Heizer
Pastoral Counselor
Philip Olsen
Director of Music

Sometimes we think of serving on the Session of our churches as “taking
our turn on the board.” Although we responded to a nominating
committee’s invitation, God was behind it. Being a ruling elder is a
ministry to which we are ordained.
~Scott Silverwood for the Session

Hsiao-Ying Lin
Associate Director of Music
Beau Lochte
Handbell Choir Director
Julie Evans
Communications Coordinator
Linda Venable-Ward
Office Administrator
Caroline Mapp
Bookkeeper
Rob Brown
Facilities Manager
Second Presbyterian Church
4200 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Phone: 410.467.4210
Fax: 410.467.4287

(Continued from page 1)

build the best in our national character. Much of that return has to
do with an honest measure of what is really most important to us,
those things for which we are fundamentally most thankful.
As we gather as a church each week as part of the family of God,
the body of Christ, I am regularly reminded of God’s covenant with
us. In Christ, God has come to us. Before we could ever approach
God, God has already arrived in our lives with forgiveness, mercy
and new hope. The church is the gathering of those who have
happily heard, who regularly pause to hear again and who
celebrate the love given us in Christ, no matter what.
The church is necessary because it knows what the world does
not yet know: God has reconciled the world to God, and has
reconciled not only those in the church but also those without.
“God so loved the world, that He gave His son...”
It is this conviction that brings me to church each week, that,
confident in God’s promises, I have much to be thankful for, each
and every season.
I hope it is enough reason for you to come to church and give
thanks to God as well.
Blessings to you and yours.
With you, in Christ’s ministry, together,
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Upcoming Special Worship Services

NOVEMBER 6
Philippians 4:7
“Putting Second First: The
Church of Our Hearts”
The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair
NOVEMBER 13
Dedication Sunday
Acts 2:17
“Putting Second First:
The Church of our Dreams”
The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair
NOVEMBER 20
Christ the King Sunday
Luke 23:33-43
“This is the King of the Jews”
The Rev. Jenn DiFrancesco

PAGEANT
SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 27
First Sunday in Advent
Matthew 24:36-44
“Born Again: About that Day,
No One Knows”
The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair

Sunday, December 4
Single Worship
Service
10 AM
&
Alternative Gift
Market
11 AM—1 PM
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Trustees Update
Dear Fellow Members of Second Presbyterian Church,
The Trustees are pleased to provide this brief update on the building projects we highlighted in
our April report.
As you may recall, we highlighted over $100,000 in projects that were focused on the exterior of
the building. The projects constitute both repairs and proactive maintenance that will prevent
costlier repairs in the future. As we have mentioned in the past, maintenance typically is less
expensive than fixing problems that have festered and may have caused damage beyond the initial
issue. I can assure you the Trustees are working diligently, and proactively, in an effort to get
Second to the point that we are no longer (or have significantly reduced) costly deferred
maintenance.
With the above said, we are pleased to note the painting of the Sanctuary’s exterior was completed
this past summer as indicated in these before and after photographs.

Before and After Pictures of the Sanctuary Portico

East Door to Narthex

We hope you all find the new paint (and patching) a significant visual improvement, and the paint
will help to preserve the wood and detail it covers. This coming year we plan on continuing to
paint other areas of the building that are in need. More to come in later reports.
If you have entered or walked past the church along Charlcote Road in the past week, you will have
noticed we are working on and or completing several masonry restoration projects. This work
includes the restoration of brick pavers underneath the portico and should be completed within a
week or two. When finished, this work will eliminate the loose paving bricks that have been both an
eye sore and a tripping hazard for some time.
Should you have looked up, you will have noticed the scaffolding is in place indicating the
extensive restoration of the brickwork on our façade and chimney has begun. This work will be
completed within several weeks and will help to stabilize the brick and keep the water out.
Work related to the exterior steps around the church is also underway and should be completed in
the next several weeks and prior to the holidays that are quickly approaching. Again the restoration
of the steps is not just an aesthetic, but a safety concern and when complete will provide a much
safer environment for us all.

4

THE CHURCH TOWER · A NEWSLETTER OF THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BALTIMORE

Restored Brick Pavers Chimney Masonry Being Restored Exterior Steps at Smith Hall

Exterior Steps to Rotunda

Additionally, you may have noticed the somewhat unsightly asphalt
patching of our sidewalks. These temporary fixes were performed by the
city. Working with the city to properly repair the sidewalks will save the
church over $20,000. In the meantime, we may have to endure the
asphalt.
Finally, we would like to note that the repairs and being coordinated with
Church Staff to minimize the impact and disruption to us all. As always,
we hope you find this report informative and please feel free to reach out
to the Trustees with any questions or concerns you may have. This is
good work that needs to be done.
Peace to you all,
Temporary Sidewalk Patch

Paul L. Hume
President, Second Presbyterian Trustees
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November Mission Projects

Thanksgiving Bags for Woodbourne-McCabe
Items Collected Through November 20th

This year we are collecting 12 Thanksgiving Bags for the Woodbourne McCabe
neighborhood.
Each bag will include:










1 12-15lb turkey*
1 can sweet potatoes/yams (23-29oz can)
4 cans vegetables (example: green beans, peas or corn-15oz cans)
1 can of cranberry sauce
1 box of instant mashed potatoes
1 box/bag of stuffing
2 cans of gravy
2 boxes of mac and cheese
1 box of brownie mix

*We are collecting turkeys and roasting pans for these baskets. If you are able to provide
a turkey, please contact Jenn DiFrancesco at jdifrancesco@secondpresby.org .
TIPS FOR PACKING: Pack large cans on bottom & lighter items on top. If possible use a
reusable grocery bag /OR a double brown grocery bag inserted in double plastic bag.
Mark bags as COMPLETE or INCOMPLETE (list what is missing). DO NOT pack the turkey
in the bag.
Please leave bags in Mission Corner. Any bags that we cannot complete with donated
items will be donated to the CARES Food Pantry.

Halloween Candy Collection

Want to get that Halloween candy out of your house before you eat
more than you should? We will be collecting candy in the Mission
Corner to give to the Baltimore City Health Department's Needle
Exchange Program. The program aims to reduce the incidences of
disease from circulation of unclean needles, and links users to drug
treatment services. In addition, the program provides testing for
Syphilis, HIV, and Hepatitis C.
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Thanksgiving Eve at Harford House
Wednesday, November 23, 6 pm
517 E North Ave, Baltimore, MD 21213

We need two trays of green beans and two trays of mac and cheese.
One of our bigger mission partnerships is supporting GEDCO’s Harford/
Micah House, places where men and women make the transition from being
homeless to being able to live on their own. One of the most wonderful
events of the year is sharing Thanksgiving with men and women who are so
grateful to be alive, to be sober, to be with others for a meal. Please join
members of your Second Family and Mission Council on November 23, 2016
at 6 p.m. This is a wonderful and meaningful event for the entire family.
If you can join us, or provide green beans or mac and cheese, please
contact Ray Herman at rjherman@comcast.net.

Thanksgiving,
after all,
is a word of

action.

-W.J. Cameron

Thanksgiving Offering

Thanksgiving is the time when we remember the examples of God’s steadfast love in our
lives. Truly we have been blessed. In praise and in thanksgiving, let us share our blessings
with others by participating in the Thanksgiving Offering.
This offering helps offset the cost of “Helping Hands in the Kitchen,” which prepares 250
meals in our own church kitchen, the first Thursday of the month, for Our Daily Bread, a local
soup kitchen.
Please use the golden yellow Thanksgiving Offering envelope found in your pledge
envelope box or make your check payable to Second Presbyterian Church, referencing
“Thanksgiving Offering”. We thank you for being generous.
SHEPHERD'S PIE FOR 200
25 lb ground beef
5 lb onion finely chopped
12 green peppers chopped
12 lb tomato sauce
12 lb canned green beans
12 lb canned sweet corn
5 lb frozen mixed vegetables

10 lb dehydrated potatoes
4 gals boiling water
2 gals milk
2 lb butter
1/2 C salt
paprika
20 casserole pans & foil top

Thanks from A Mission Partner

Mission Book Group

Dear Friends,
I wish you could watch the boys fall into our new comfy sofa and chairs
when they arrive after school!
While enjoying their snacks the day I visit, Daniel and the boys review
the “Three P’s of Self-Control,” to be patient, practical and peaceful, and
every boy eagerly raises his hand to give an example of what each trait
looks like. They are learning some very important life skills together in a
relaxed, inviting environment that you helped create. Thank you!
Later, before the boys leave, Daniel reminds them to clean up after
themselves. None of the boys complain. Each helps. It’s their space, and
they clearly want to take care of it.
We so appreciate how you shared both
your furniture and our vision to create a safe
place for “our boys.” I hope this good
testimony gives you as much joy as it does us!
Gratefully and Joyfully His,
Debbie Zeigler, Program Director
Acts4Youth
www.Acts4Youth.org

Next Meeting
Wednesday, January 18, 7 pm
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Our mission book group will not
meet in November or December
because of the busy holiday
season, but we thought you’d
appreciate receiving a jump on
reading our next selection. For
January we chose Just Mercy by
Bryan Stevenson. It is “an
unforgettable account of an
idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s
coming of age, a moving window
into the lives of those he has
defended, and an inspiring
argument for compassion in the
pursuit of justice.”
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Church Family News
1st
Greg Heid
2nd
Barbara Matheson
3rd
4th
Bobby Shipley
Lucy Smith
Henry Warnack
John Williams
5th
Charlotte Edwards
Marge Middelton
6th
7th
Jean Dulkerian
8th
Mary Skipper
Matthew Wallengren
9th
John Skipper
10th
Linda Venable-Ward
Mitch Walk
11th
Andrew Birmingham
Sheldon Euler
12th
Jane Barton
14th
Grace Felder
Eric Pool
16th
Doris Silverwood
17th
Greta Ambrose
Jim Hughes
Teddy Martin
Philip Olsen
Michael Singleton

18th
Ted Chadeayne
Heather Fones
Elizabeth Mayer
20th
Ellen Crosby
John Lohr
21st
Trishelle Abraham
Peggy Poe
24th
Vivienne Elliott
Drew Fones
26th
Natty Spivak
Catrin Williams
27th
Marshall Duer
Chuck Emrich
28th
Matthew Kleiser
29th
Richard Allen
30th
Kaja Hume
Gail Miller
Drew Rodman
Harry Silverwood

We celebrated the baptism of:
Evelyn Ruth Skeen on October 9th. Born on May 17,
2016, Evie is the daughter of Steve and Lauren Skeen.

Small Groups
Helping Hands
Thursday, November 10, 9 am (note that we are
cooking on the second Thursday this month,
not our usual first Thursday)
Our Daily Bread needs the casseroles of hunter’s
stew for 200 and delicious oatmeal chocolate chip
cookies that we make each month. Please join us
about 9 am until 11 am as we chop, sauté, and mix
while getting to know each other a little better.
Come occasionally or regularly. Contact Betsy Bond
at 410.296.5554 or betsybond3@gmail.com.
The Bible Guys—Going Deeper
Thursday, November 10, 7 am, Westcott Rm
Join us for a reading and discussion of 2
Samuel 2:8-5:5 (This is admittedly a rather
obscure, but fascinating, piece of literature.) We
will have a look together at David’s rise to power
as– King over all Israel, and how issues of power,
authority, compassion, kindness, play out now in
our lives and our world. No prior Bible study
experience required. Coffee & donuts, too. Contact
Rev. Dr. Tom Blair at tblair@secondpresby.org with
any questions.
Tapas, Talk and Theology – The Study of Genesis
Friday, November 11 & December 2, 7 pm
This 10-session study that we began in
September, takes us into the rich tapestry of
Genesis exploring the interaction between God
and very human people. Pride, family
relationships, conflict and journey all showcase the
best known stories of Creation, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Rebekah and Joseph. Our study
begins at “The Beginning….and What Went
Wrong” and concludes with “An End and Another
Beginning…..Israel’s Story.”
We meet every other Friday evening at 7:00pm
with a light supper in a participant’s home followed
by discussion. For meeting date, location and
other information, please contact Becky Ferrell at
rrussferr@verizon.net.
(Small Groups -Continued on page 10)
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2
Christian Education
Council 6 PM

FRIDAY

3
Mission Council
7 PM

SATURDAY

4

5

Acts4Youth “Shine Confirmand High
into Womanhood” Ropes Trip 8:30 AM
Dinners 5:30 PM

Stewardship Council
7 PM

6
9 AM Worship—Chapel
Pageant Rehearsal 9:15

7
AA 8 PM

8
Trustees 7 PM

9
Staff Meeting 9:30 AM

10
Men’sBibleStudy7 AM

11

12

Acts4Youth “Shine Pageant Rehearsal
into Womanhood” 2 PM
Dinners 5:30 PM

AM

Helping Hands 9 AM

Sunday School — 10 AM
Adult Seminar 10 AM
11 AM Worship—
Sanctuary

Choir Rehearsal 7:30 Tapas, Talk &
PM
Theology 7 PM

YOUTH GROUP 4 PM

13
9 AM Worship—Chapel
Pageant Rehearsal 9:15

14
AA 8 PM

15
SESSION 7 PM

16

17

Personnel 7 PM

18
ACTS4YOUTH
“SHINE INTO
WOMANHOOD”
DINNERS 5:30 PM

AM

Sunday School — 10 AM
Adult Seminar 10 AM
11 AM Worship—
Sanctuary

19
Pageant Rehearsal
2 PM

COMMUNITY CONCERTS
@SECOND 3:30 PM

20
9 AM Worship—Chapel
Pageant Rehearsal 9:15

21
AA 8 PM

22
Churches of Charles
Thanksgiving Worship
and Supper at University
Baptist
6 PM supper;
7 PM worship

AM

Sunday School — 10 AM
Adult Seminar 10 AM
11 AM Worship—
Sanctuary

23
Staff Meeting 9:30 AM

24
THANKSGIVING
Church office
closed

Harford House
Thanksgiving Dinner
6 pm

25
Church office
closed

26
Pageant Rehearsal
2 PM

Community Concerts
@Second 7:30 PM

27
9 AM Worship—Chapel
Pageant Rehearsal 9:15

28

29

Candlelighters 7 PM
AA 8 PM

30
Prayer Shawl Ministry
7 PM

December 1
Helping Hands 9 AM
Mission Council
7 PM

AM

Advent Wreath Making
10 AM
11 AM Worship—
Sanctuary

4
PAGEANT SUNDAY
AA 8 PM
Pageant Curtain Call 8:30AM
Worship 10AM —SANCTUARY
Alternative Gift Market
11 AM

5

6

7
Christian Education
Council 6 PM
Stewardship Council
7 PM

9

8

2

3

Acts4Youth “Shine Pageant Dress
into Womanhood” Rehearsal 2 PM
Dinners 5:30 PM

9
Acts4Youth “Shine Decorating the
into Womanhood” Church for
Dinners 5:30 PM
Christmas 9 AM
Christmas Party at
the Johnstons
7 PM
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Preparing for Advent
Schermer Pecans Have Arrived!
This year’s fresh crop of Schermer
Pecans has arrived and will
be available each Sunday
in November from
10:00 – 11:00 am in the Café
(seminar room near the chapel), with profits
benefiting the Mission Council. During the week,
the pecans can be purchased in the church office
and will also be available at the Alternative Gift
Market, which will be held in Smith Hall on
December 4. Because we sell out each year, you
are encouraged to place your orders in advance
by contacting Becky Ferrell at
rrussferr@verizon.net.
 Fancy Mammoth Halves are sold in 1-lb
bags @ $10.00/bag
 Dark Chocolate Covered Pecans (the
healthy kind of chocolate) are sold in 12 oz.
bags @ $10.00/bag
Advent Wreath Decorating
Sunday, November 27, 10 am
Join us on the first Sunday in
Advent for this favorite postThanksgiving activity. We will
be making Advent Wreaths in
Smith Hall during the Christian
Education Hour at 10 am. There will be no Sunday
School on this day.

(Small Groups—Continued from page 8)

Candlelighters
Monday, November 28, 7 pm, Westcott Room
Join us in November as our women’s group
wraps up its discussion of In Plain Sight, a
devotional study of victims of human trafficking.
Church member, Amethyst Spivak, who works at
the organization Samaritan Women, will help
facilitate the series. Questions? Contact Amy
Carlson at acarlson@secondpresby.org.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Wednesday, November 30, 7 pm
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets most months
on the fourth Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM in
each other’s homes. We gather to knit and
crochet prayer shawls, baby blankets, chemo caps
– whatever might give someone who is going
through a rough time a touch of comfort and
care. Our love and prayers get knit right in.
This time, we will meet on Wednesday,
November 30th, at 7:00 PM at the home of Elaine
Logan. She lives at 4000 N. Charles Street, #1002.
Please let Elaine know if you can come at 410-243
-0954.
Everyone is welcome, whether you are a
beginner or an old-hand! Do join us.

Mark Your Calendar for Decorating the Church
Saturday, December 10 at 9 am
Meet in Smith Hall
Unfortunately we have
no moose to do the
decorating of the church.
So…. we need new and
long-time members to help
put together and stand up the
artificial trees in the Sanctuary,
Chapel, Rotunda and Narthex,
as well as members to help “fluff” all the limbs on
the trees (can sit to do this). Look for more details,
but first of all, mark your calendar. Thank you,
Janet Short

Sunday, November 13, 3:30 pm
David Burgess
Praised by musicians and critics worldwide, David
Burgess is recognized as one of today's outstanding
guitarists. His international appearances as soloist
and chamber musician have taken him to concert
halls throughout North and South America, Europe,
and the Far East.
Sunday, November 20, 7:30 pm
STRING QUARTET NO. 1 IN E-FLAT MAJOR,
OP. 12, Felix Mendelssohn (1809—1847)

Christmas Chancel Flowers
Donations for Christmas memorial
flowers to be given to our shut-ins
will be accepted through Sunday,
December 11. Contact Joyce
Zimmerman at 410-467-4210 x 16.
Note “Chancel Guild” in the memo
line of your checks.

SEXTET FOR PIANO AND WINDS IN C MINOR,
OP. 40,Louise Farrenc (1804—1875)
PIANO QUINTET IN A MAJOR, D. 667 “TROUT”
Franz Schubert (1797—1828)
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Second is fortunate to have a dedicated group of
Sunday School teachers, many of whom come
back year after year. They provide creative
lessons to teach our children the Bible’s stories,
but more importantly to instill in them how
those Biblical messages can guide their lives
today. We will introduce these wonderful
teachers over the next few months.

Bowl parade. The older I get, the more I love to
travel just about anywhere. Our family has
been through lots of adventures all across the
country and even outside the country. Our time
at Second Church has been full, and I have
enjoyed teaching Sunday School, serving as a
Trustee, and getting to know so many caring
and faithful people. Time certainly does fly.

JT Paulk (5th & 6th grades)

I grew up in a Presbyterian Church in Miami
Shores, Florida. It
was a great place to
be as a kid, with
vibrant worship and
youth activities. We
walked to church,
about 6 blocks from
our house, virtually all
year-round (if we left
early enough).
I moved away from
Miami in 1990 to
attend college at Emory University in Atlanta. As
great as Miami was, Atlanta was just a touch
better. I spent more than 15 years there in
college and graduate school, then into a local
CPA practice. It was a great time to be in
Atlanta. I met lots of wonderful people and
formed many lasting friendships.
In case you didn’t already know, Jenn and I
found each other in late 2002 on
Match.com. (Yes, that Jenn, the Associate
Pastor.) I had joined Trinity Presbyterian in
Atlanta in 2000, and found a home there
teaching Sunday School, serving as an Elder and
helping lead youth activities and mission
work. After Jenn and I got married in 2004, our
first child came a little sooner than we’d
planned, but today Ellie is almost 12. Soon
after moving to Baltimore in 2006, Maggie was
born. I have been in CPA practice in Timonium
since 2006, having moved to a small CPA firm in
2012 where I’m a partner. Oh, and we also
welcomed Andrew to our family in late
December 2012, two days before Christmas. He
was – after Jesus – the best Christmas present
ever. My kids and wife will tell you that I watch
sports fairly avidly, and most of my favorite
teams are either in Miami (the Dolphins) or
Atlanta (the Braves), but one of my best
memories is of braving the cold in February
2013 to attend the Ravens celebratory Super

Last Call for 2017 Church Officer
Nominations
The Nominating Committee is currently meeting to
draw up a slate of candidates for church officers for
2017. We are praying for discernment to be led to
those members of our congregation who we feel
will share their gifts with our congregation. The
Committee invites your participation in this process
and welcomes both your suggestions and your
prayers.
Send your nominations for Elders, Trustees and
Deacons to any member of the nominating
committee. Optionally, please tell us what qualities
make this person a good candidate for church
officer.
Becky Ferrell, Committee Chair
rrussferr@verizon.net
Fay Miller, Deacon
fay4000@verizon.net
Jim Kucher, Elder
jim.kucher@gmail.com
Neaville Herndon, Trustee
nevherndon@aol.com
Harry Kleiser, at-large
hkleiser@pirnie.com
Nicole Risser, at-large
narisser@comcast.net

11

THE CHURCH TOWER · A NEWSLETTER OF THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BALTIMORE
NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO. 2571
BALTIMORE, MD

12

